
THE JOURNAL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2015 31
homemaker

In our series in which people in the  
North East property market give 
a personal view on homes, housing, 
the industry and more, homemaker 
meets Chris Goodfellow.

Name, position and how long you 
have been in the property industry

My name is Chris Goodfellow  
and I am managing director of 
Goodfellows estate agents, with more 
than 30 years’ experience in the 
North East property market

What sparked your interest in the 
property business?

My parents always had a close 
interest in property and I must have 
caught the “bug” from them! I’ve 
been in the industry for more than  
30 years and have never looked  
back.

What is the best advice you have ever 
received about property?

Even though there will obviously 

be ups and downs, in the long-term 
property is a great investment.

And the worst?
Accepting an offer after only  

24 hours must be bad advice!  
A property needs to marketed 
properly to get the best price.

What tips would you give to someone 
wanting to enter the industry?

Look to work for a company  
which offers encouragement and  
a clear career structure to where you 
want to get to. Be prepared to work 
hard and to learmn all aspects of the 
industry.

What should a prospective  
buyer/renter look for when  

choosing an agent?
In this day of the internet, the 

agents properties need to upload  
on to the country’s biggest portals, 
such as Rightmove, Zoopla 
andPrimelocation. Your chosen 
agent should give outstanding 
service, good marketing and  
much cheaper fees than were 
payable in the past should also be 
expected.

What are the three most important 
things people hoping to buy should 
think about when looking at a home?

Location, accommodation and the 
price.

Or if they’re planning to rent?
Once again – location,  

accommodation and price.

What are the biggest changes you’ve 
seen in the past five years?

Without doubt the internet and 
improvements in mobile technology 
have completely altered the way we 
look at and buy property. And those 
changes will continue as technology 
develops.

Where do you see the market in five 
years?

I expect to see a strong, buoyant 
market, with moderate price 
increases.

What should the Government be 
doing to further help the property 
market?

The Government should introduce 
the Help to Buy Scheme for the 
private sector and consider bringing 
back 100% mortgages for first-time 
buyers

Have you always lived in the 
 North East? If not, what brought  
you here and when?

I was born in Newcastle and have 
lived in the North East all my life. I 
really couldn’t imagine wanting to 
live anywhere else.

Your three favourite places in the 
region?

Bamburgh, without doubt, is one 
of the country’s most beautiful 
villages and I love visiting it. I really 
like Alnwick, as it’s a busy, lived-in 

town and full of charm. And I also  
like Ponteland, where I now live  
and work, for its convenience  
and great facilities and its village 
atmosphere.

Favourite restaurant or pub in the 
North East?

The Ship Inn at Newton-by-the-
Sea, near Seahouses, takes some 
beating.

Would you chose country, coast or 
city?

The North East really has so much 
to offer, but I would chose the 
country . . . I think!

Walk, museum or gadget?
I love going for a walk with my 

wife, daughter and dog and anyone 
else who wants to come along!

Cinema, theatre or DVD?
Theatre, for the sheer anticipation, 

excitement and drama.

If your Lottery numbers came up 
what would you buy or do?

I would love to buy a holiday home 
in Fousenant, near Benodet, in 
Brittany, France, one of my favourite 
places.

Your contact details
Chris Goodfellow, AFI House, 

Street Houses, Ponteland,  
tel: 01661 829164,  email office@
goodfellowsestateagents.com, visit 
www,goodfellowsestateagents.com

This striking  >
semi-detached home 
has been refurbished 
and modernised. 
   It has a modern 
kitchen and bathroom 
and estate agent Chris 
Goodfellow says it’s a 
“lovely property”. 
   The three- 
bedroom home has 
front and back 
gardens plus a 
driveway and is 
opposite a green. 
   The house is also 
close to the heart of 
bustling Ponteland, in 
Northumberland, 
with its impressive 
shops, schools, pubs, 
restaurants and other 
facilities. 
   22 Thornhill Road, 
Ponteland, is for sale 
through Goodfellows 
at £228,500.


